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(Zahrville, 5 February) Once called Providence, then Hamraton, it is now
Zahrville. The changing name of this devastated town is testimony to
shifting fortunes in a bitter 32 year old civil war that has left tens of
thousands dead and more than a million homeless. Once upon a time-longer ago than most here can remember--the streets of this southern
town were a palm-lined outpost of French colonial empire. Now the
palms are all gone, cut down for firewood by the thousands of refugees
who fill the war-scarred streets.

Suffering is everywhere. There is hope too—hope that the newly-appointed
Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General can negotiate peace
and end the destructive conflict that has ravaged this country for decades.
But it is also a faint hope too, for everyone is well aware that diplomatic
initiatives to end the war have, since 1996, generally collapsed amid
renewed fighting. (Photo, right: the first peace talks in 1996.)
It is generally agreed among diplomatic observers New York and
Washington insiders agree that the new UN envoy, Canadian diplomat
Nardini Srivastava, is a good choice for the task. But whether the task can
be accomplished at all is another question. Age-old tribal hatreds divide the
Brn, Zaharians, Icasians, and others who inhabit this land. The Brynanian
government has shown little inclination to compromise. In the south,
government forces are effectively besieged in the port city of McGilldishu
(top photo) by the Popular Front for the Liberation of Zaharia. In the north,
warlords grow wealthy from their control of lucrative cross-border
smuggling. To the east, Ruritania has long been an important factor in
Brynanian affairs, and now has a
reported 10,000 troops in the country to
bolster the Brynanian regime.
Even if diplomats can turn the current
temporary ceasefire into something more
permanent, the challenge of building
peace in Brynania will be a daunting one.
The immediate humanitarian needs of
the country are overwhelming. The
roads, telephone system and electrical
grid have been shattered by fighting.
World Bank economists suggest that
rebuilding Brynania's economic
infrastructure may cost billions of dollars.

Hundreds of thousands of refugees
have fled the fighting, many of them
seeking shelter in neighboring
countries. There is the tricky political
question of power-sharing in this
ethnically divided country. Equally, it is
difficult to see how social reconciliation
can be achieved in a land which has
seen so much atrocity. (Photo, right:
warlords like these control much of the
country).
State Department officials suggest that
it is important to try. The United States
has significant economic interests in
the country, notably in the north where
the California-based conglomerate DiaCo operates profitable diamond
mines. A proposed natural gas pipeline would help resolve the region's
energy needs, and spur development throughout equatorial cyberspace.
Many have shown themselves concerned over the suffering in Brynania,
with a recent television report on war orphans spurring millions of dollars in
charitable donations. Local extremists have threatened terrorist campaigns
against Western interests. In Washington, President Trump has warned of
“bad hombres” in the region, and is said to be considering an expanded
travel ban that would include visitors and refugees from the area.
Finally, officials suggest, there is the danger that should Brynania slip once
more into war, it would destabilize the entire region—an "even-more-failed
state" that would provide a breeding ground for terrorism and yet more
violence. Already, Brynania's western neighbor, Icasia, is teetering on the
brink of financial collapse.

