
  OCN Negotiations 
Collapse 

Zaharians Storm Out, Accuse 
Brynania of Military Build-Up 

Port Royal (AFP) 1 July 2017. Last 
month’s peace talks, convened by the 
Organization of Cyberian Nations and 
hosted by Concordia, collapsed in 
bitter irony when Zaharian 
representatives stormed out. 
According to PFLZ officials, a 
Brynanian government military build-
up showed that “President Cook was 
negotiating in bad faith.” 

Ironically, the rebel walk-out spurred 
Ruritania to consider augmenting its 
military support for the Brynanian 
government. Following the collapse of 
the OCN effort, several other 
initiatives are underway, including 
proposals by France and efforts at the 
UN. Perhaps most interesting among 
these has been a campaign by the 
“Civil Table for Peace,” a coalition of 
human rights activists, trade unionists, 
artists, scholars, and independent 
media. Some members of the coalition 
are said to be proposing that President 
Cook step down to make way for a 
ceasefire, the formation of a broad-
based transitional government, 
political negotiations, and a new 
constitution. 

 

Inside Today’s  
New York Times: 

• Ruritania acts to ease refugee 
tensions 

• OPHUG militia condemned for 
abuse of Zaharian minority 

• UN launches human fact-finding 
mission across Brynania 

• Strikes and protests continue in 
Icasia 
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Above: Displaced persons in southern Brynania. 

 

“The Worst Humanitarian Crisis in 
Modern Cyberian History” 

 

Over Quarter Million Could Die This Year 
 

Hamraville (NYT) 1 July 2017. Experts warn that the situation in southern 
Brynania could be “the worst humanitarian crisis in modern Cyberian 
history.” ZahrAid—the only agency actively delivering aid in the worst-
affected areas—has reported that 25,000 persons per month are dying from 
famine and disease, with West Beta and South Alpha accounting for more 
than three-quarters of this. Almost 3,000 deaths a month are also reported in 
the city of Mcgilldishu, which is under siege from Zaharian separatists. 

Ongoing fighting in the south has certainly hampered humanitarian 
response. Some areas are unsafe, transportation networks are poor, and in 
Mcgilldishu it is the rebel stranglehold that has made life unbearable. 
ZahrAid, the Bynanian Red Bagel Society, and others have tried to negotiate 
maritime humanitarian access to the city. This has been stymied, however, 
by PFLZ insistence that supplies be taxed, and naval clashes between rebel 
forces and the Brynanian Navy. 

However, there may be other problems too. Donor coordination has been 
uneven, with at least one European country complaining to OCHA that it 
needs to be more proactive in collecting and distributing key information. 
There has been only limited public engagement by senior UN officials on 
aid access, although several closed-door ideas are being advanced that 
would see a humanitarian ceasefire. Several agencies have clustered in less 
important areas, to the neglect of more needy ones. Finally, relatively few 
aid programmes are based on careful sectoral needs assessment and a 
corresponding identification of appropriate responses. This has meant that 
even when aid has arrived, it has been less effective than it might be. 



New York Times  1 July 2017 
 

 
OP-ED COLUMINIST 

Cyberia is Flatter 

Thomas Friedman 

1 July 2015. Yesterday's news from 
Brynania is unique, and it raises 
questions about whether there might 
just be light at the end of the tunnel. 
What's important, however, is that we 
focus on what this means to the people.  

When thinking about the ongoing 
troubles, it's important to remember 
two things: First, people don't behave 
like lemmings, so attempts to treat 
them as such are a waste of time. 
Lemmings don’t eat bagels, they tweet. 
Second, freedom is an extraordinarily 
powerful idea: If authoritarianism is 
Brynania’s glass ceiling, then freedom 
is certainly its alarm clock. 

When I was interviewing taxi drivers 
in Hamraville last summer, I was 
amazed by the people's basic desire 
for a stable life, and that tells me two 
things. It tells me that the citizens of 
Brynania have no shortage of courage, 
and that is a good beginning in this 
networked world. Second, it tells me 
that people in Brynania are just like 
anyone else on this flat earth of ours. 

* * * 

Zahra Mystery Deepens  

Hamraville (NYT) 1 July 2017. The 
question of what happened to poet and 
human rights icon Zahra al-Zahra has 
grown ever more murky, with 
government officials telling UN 
investigators that they have “no idea” 
where her body is. 

The poet’s sister Lahra al-Zahra is 
said to have engaged the help of cyber 
hacktivists in an effort to secure 
evidence, but has so far been 
unsuccessful.  

According to government accounts, 
Zahra escaped from prison and was 
later found dead near the Icasian 
border. However local media and 
human rights groups have cast doubt 
on this version of events. 

* * * 

DiaCo Announces 
Closure of Several 

Diamond Mines 

London (FT) 1 July 2017. The 
international mining conglomerate 
DiaCo has announced that it is 
shutting several of its facilities in 
Icasia. “Political and economic 
instability, coupled with continued 
questions about Kimberley Process 
Certification, have simply rendered 
these investments less attractive for 
us,” said a spokesperson. 

 

 

Ornithologist Warns of 
Seasonal Simsim Dangers 

Hamraville (NYT) 1 July 2017. 
Summer is here—and as a result, a 
colourful Simsim bird may be slipping 
UXO into your office or bedroom. 

 

That’s the warning from Professor 
Whoneeds Zleep of the University of 
Hamraville. “Simsims like to collect 
shiny or khaki objects,” he noted, “and 
they often use these to attract a mate 
or decorate their nests.” The best way 
to stay safe, he suggested, is to always 
CC CONTROL and put SIM in the 
subject line. 

* * * 

CPL Tightens Up with No 
Clear Leader 

In Hamraville, last month’s match 
between Brynania and visiting 
Ruritanian was a tense affair, resulting 
in a 3-3  tie. Concordia, meanwhile, 
pulled off a 1-0 win over visiting 
Udem, to a rowdy chorus of “hip-hip-
horrays” and “tally-hos” from the 
hometown crowd. Political instability 
led to Icasia’s game against 
Uqamistan being moved from 
Nechandehal to Berri. There the 
Icasians won the match 1-0. 

With this, Brynania now has 5 points, 
Icasia and Udem both have 4, 
Concordia has 3, and Ruritania and 
Uqamistan have 1 each. 

July’s games will see Udem host 
Brynania, Icasia against Concordia, 
and Ruritania at Uqamistan. 

 

 

Peace Talks. 


