
  So Many Peace Talks,  
So Little Peace 

New York (NYT) 1 June 2017. 
Diplomatic sources report that several 
sets of peace talks are underway. It is 
not clear how coordinated these efforts 
are, or whether they are now operating 
at cross-purposes. 

The most visible initiative has been 
undertaken by the Organization for 
Cyberian Nations, which has 
scheduled a formal negotiating session 
to be hosted by Concordia on June 12. 
The apparent exclusion of the FPA 
from this meeting led to veiled threats 
from the latter to abandon their 
temporary ceasefire, but OCN 
diplomats have reportedly sought to 
address their concerns. 

The UN and EU have also undertaken 
sporadic mediation efforts, but with 
little success. The UK has proposed a 
humanitarian ceasefire. Reports are 
also widely circulating of a French 
initiative. Brynanian President Cook 
has blasted the French plan, saying 
that Paris had yet to contact her 
regarding any of its proposals. 

 

Inside Today’s  
New York Times: 

• Lahra al-Zahra leads vigil for 
murdered sister 

• UN, Brynania agree on major 
human rights probe 

• Washington announces cuts to 
USAID budget as President 
Trump vows “America first” 

• Udem announces democratic 
elections to be held on 
December 1 

• New oil reserves discovered on 
Ruritanian-Uqami border 
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Above: Brynanian boat in Gulf of Cyberia. 

 

Fleeing in Despair 
As Rebels Pound Mcgilldishu,  
Refugees Take to the Waves 

 
Mcgilldishu (AFP) 1 June 2017. With thousands dead from hunger, disease, 
and rebel shelling, desperate Brynanians in the besieged port city of 
Mcgilldishu are taking to the sea in the hopes of finding refuge in nearby 
Icasia or Ruritania.  Some make it to shore, but still others are lost to the 
waves. Admiral Ackbar, commander of the Mcgilldishu garrison, firmly 
places the blame on the PFLZ. “The terrorists are violating the laws of 
armed conflict and trying to starve our people into submission.” He strikes a 
grim pose when asked about peace talks. “I am not a diplomat or a 
politician, only an officer. But I know this: this city will always be part of 
Brynania, and our glorious armed forces shall never leave it. We will defend 
it to our deaths.” 

It is not clear what response will greet those who do make it to neighbouring 
countries. Icasia is in the midst of its own growing economic and political 
crisis. In Ruritania, security forces continue to patrol UNHCR camps #5 and 
#6 after clashes that left dozens dead. Several hundred refugees are said to 
be in Ruritanian detention, their whereabouts unknown. 

Aid groups are in discussion with the PFLZ on allowing more supplies into 
the city. At the same time, many are concerned that the rebel group is 
attempting to levy so-called “taxes” on aid supplies. Several groups, 
including MSF and the ICRC, have refused to pay. “It’s not even clear to me 
that it’s legal,” said one aid worker, who asked not to be identified. “In my 
country financing a non-state armed group involved in possible war crimes 
is a criminal offence that could send you to jail. It certainly sets a very 
dangerous precedent for humanitarian assistance in conflict zones world-
wide.” Other aid workers have contrasted the PFLZ’s behaviour with that of 
the ZPF which—far from charging for access—has provided free security 
escorts to aid workers in the south. 
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Above: Protesters in Nechandehal 

Icasian Workers Strike 

More Protests Planned 

Nechandehal (Reuters) 1 June 2017. 
The situation in Icasia has grown 
increasingly tense with transport 
workers launching a general strike. 

Ports and airports are at a standstill, as 
is most public transport and 
commercial transportation. Strike 
organizers have also called for mass 
protests on June 15 in Kleptocracy 
Square, in the center of the capital  

The demands of the protesters are 
many, but largely focus on the poor 
state of the economy, youth 
unemployment, corruption, and the 
lack of democratic accountability. “If 
President Bouchet is so confident the 
people love her, union leader Thelma 
Louise has declared, “let her put it to a 
vote. Or are she and her cabal of 
corrupt cronies afraid of something?” 

 

Skirmishes Continue in 
Beta Province 

Hamraville (agencies) 1 June 2017. 
Sporadic fighting continues in 
northern areas of Beta province in 
Brynania, with clashes reported on 
sections of Highways 30 and 40, as 
well as south and west of Diku. 

According to one official speaking off 
the record, President Cook has ordered 
two battalions of the regime’s elite 
Republican Guard to the area to 
stabilize the situation. “The President 
was not happy at the operational 
failures that led to the Camp 7 debacle, 
and is personally overseeing future 
operations to make sure the people of 
Brynania are never left undefended in 
the face of terrorist aggression.” 

 

Above: Destroyed vehicle south of Biku 

The fighting has further aggravated 
the already severe humanitarian crisis 
in Beta province. The local aid agency 
ZahrAid estimates that more than 
15,000 persons have died in the past 
two months.  

* * * 

Ruritania Strengthens 
Armed Forces 

Helena (Reuters) 1 June 2017. The 
Ruritanian Armed Forces have 
confirmed the delivery of the first 
consignment of armoured vehicles and 
attack helicopters purchased from 
Poland. Over the next six months 
some 200 refurbished T-72 tanks and 
20 Mi-24 helicopters will be delivered. 
According to Defence Minister Anna 
Reutin, “the augmented capacities of 
the Ruritanian armed forces will give 

it an unparalleled capacity to combat 
both subversion and external 
aggression in the best interests of all 
Cyberia.”  

* * * 

 

Brynania and Udem Lead 
CPL Standings 

Brynania (ESPN) 1 June 2017. In a 
country otherwise deeply divided by 
ethnicity, politics, and even cuisine. 
perhaps the only thing that unites 
Brynanians is their love of soccer. 
Consequently, there were tense 
moments from Eiku to Zahrville when 
the national team came from behind to 
narrowly beat Icasia 2-1 last month.  

Meanwhile in Willowee, a home 
crowd urged their team on as it pulled 
off an impressive 2-0 victory over 
visiting Ruritania. Ruritanian coach 
Colonel Gregor Stern complained to 
CPL officials that his team was 
distracted by a high-pitched droning 
sound made by local fans during the 
match. 

Finally, in Berri, the host Uqami 
squad and visiting Concordia team 
played to a 1-1 tie.  

This month’s games will see Brynania 
hosting Ruritania, Udem playing in 
Concordia, and Icasia versus 
Uqamistan.  

* * * 

 

Green and crunchy… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…it’s 

RURITANIAN 
cabbage! 


