
  OCN Approves Sanctions 
Against Brynania 

Republika (Reuters) 1 September 
2017. Even as many Brynanians were 
celebrating the signing of the 
Republika Accords, the Organization 
of Cyberian Nations imposed 
sanctions on the country. The move 
follows mounting OCN concern at 
human rights abuses, a widespread 
view that Republika needs to take 
Zaharian concerns more seriously, and 
angern at Brynania’s recent military 
incursion into Icasia. 

In the short-term the OCN move 
seems to have strengthen President 
Cook. The Icasia raid was popular 
within her Brn political constituency, 
and her tough line with the 
Zaharians—while at the same time 
partially lifting the siege of 
Mcgilldishu—has won her support too. 
Many ordinary citizens were angered 
that the OCN failed to support the new 
Accords as a breakthrough.  

The OCN action has also helped 
stabilize the authoritarian regime in 
neighbouring Icasia. President 
Bouchet has skillfully played on 
outrage at Brynania’s action to deflect 
domestic criticism and build her own 
nationalist credentials. 
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Above: GoB, FPA and observers at the signing ceremony. 
 

Republika Accords Signed 
Government and FPA move quickly to  

implement their new peace deal 
 

Republika (NYT) 1 September 2017. Last month, the government of 
Brynania and leaders of the Free People’s Army met in Hamraville—now 
renamed “Republika”—to sign a landmark peace deal. This calls for an 
interim period of northern autonomy and continuing negotiations on 
permanent status arrangements.  

The agreement does not address the concerns of Brynania’s Zaharian or 
Icasian minorityies specifies no deadline for permanent status negotiations, 
and nowhere mentions democratic elections. Accountability for human 
rights abuses is not addressed either. For this reason, it was criticized by 
civil society groups within the opposition Civic Table for Peace coalition. 

Nonetheless the deal is popular among many war-weary citizens, at least 
within the majority Brn population. Coupled with the government’s astute 
appointment of a charismatic trade unionist to the cabinet, this has limited 
the ability of the CTP to mobilize significant opposition.   

Following the signing of the agreement rapid progress was made in 
reopening the road to Eiku. The US and China signalled support for the 
deal, quickly launching negotiations on infrastructure repair and investments 
in the mining sector. France too moved to strengthen the new government, 
providing a substantial package of humanitarian assistance. Most notable of 
all the government announced a partial demobilization of its armed forces, 
declaring “the time has come for building, not killing.” 



 

The Odd Couple 

ZahrAid and BRBS form  
unusual—and effective—alliance 

Mcgilldishu (AFP) 1 September 2017. 
ZahrAid is—according to the 
Brynanian government, at least—a 
front for Zaharian terrorism. The 
Brynanian Red Bagel Society is—in 
the eyes of many Zaharians—a client 
of the hated Hamraville regime. 
Despite this, the two groups have 
forged an unusual alliance that has 
produced some surprising, and very 
positive, results. 

 

Above: Both BRBS and ZahrAid provide 
emergency food aid in the south. 

Cooperation began when the two 
worked to negotiate a humanitarian 
access protocol for Mcgilldishu, 
arranging maritime inspections so as 
to reassure Zaharian guerillas that aid 
was not used as a cover for 
government arms shipments.  

Since then, the BRBS and ZahrAid 
have also used their respective 
contacts on each side of the conflict to 
open a small corridor out of 
Mcgilldishu. This could facilitate 
humanitarian assistance in south 
Alpha—the area of the country worst 
hit by the current crisis, but one where 
few agencies have programs.  

Perhaps most remarkable of all, 
ZahrAid has begun to operate in the 
predominately Brn city, while BRBS 
is reaching out into the largely 
Zaharian countryside. While many 
still view them within suspicion—
ZahrAid staff in Mcgilldishu are often 
harassed by OPHUG militia or angry 

IDPs—others see their cooperation 
and commitment to common humanity 
as a reassuring sign that broader 
reconciliation can one day come to 
this war-torn land. 

* * * 

Government 
Demobilization Raises 

Hopes, Fears 

Republika (NYT) 1 September 2017. 
Few would have believed it even a 
month ago: Brynanian military forces 
handing in their weapons, and 
receiving discharge certificates to 
mark their return to civilian life. It is 
certainly a sign of the remarkable 
changes here since the Republika 
Accords were signed.  

 

Above: Brynanian soldiers are given little 
more than a waffle and a handshake when 

discharged from military service. 

However, many experts worry that, 
given a backdrop of high youth 
unemployment and few economic 
opportunities for demobilized soldiers, 
problems could soon arise. Pointing to 
the experience of other countries, they 
suggest that greater attention needs to 
be paid to reintegration of ex-
combatants into civilian life. 

* * * 

Time to Go Home? 

Some refugees in Camps 3 and 4 
consider their return 

Camp 3 (AP) 1 September 2017. It is 
only a small trickle for now. If peace 
in northern Brynania seems permanent, 
however, some of the refugees in 
Camps 3 and 4 want to go home. 

To date there is no sign that the UN or 
others have made contingency plans. 
They may need to do so soon if they 
want to assure smooth and effective 
repatriation. 

 

Above: Elderly refugee in Camp 3 holds 
the key to his former home in Gamma 
province. 

* * * 

Semifinal Four Selected 
for CPL Playoffs 

Port Royal (ESPN) 1 September 2017. 
It’s been decided: Brynania, Icasia, 
Concordia, and Udem are into the next 
round of Cyberian Premier League 
competition. 

Brynania bested Uqamistan 4-3 before 
an excited audience in Republika, but 
had already been assured of a playoff 
berth. Concordia’s lost 1-0 to 
Ruritania but still managed to make it 
to the semi-finals. Icasia’s stole an 
impressive 5-2 victory over Udem, but 
both teams managed to secure a place 
in the next round. 

The semifinal games this month will 
see Brynania hosting Udem, and 
Icasia at home against Concordia. 

 

 


