
 

 Trump Shuffles 
Cabinet 

Dolmat Out, Baines In  
as Secretary of Defense 

 
Washington DC (agencies) 1 June 
2018. Faced with a growing scandal 
over contacts with Brynanian warlords 
and an apparent offer of US assistance 
in protecting the illegal trade in so-
called “blood diamonds,” President 
Donald Trump yesterday removed 
Nikolas Dolmat as Secretary of 
Defense, and promoted USAID 
Administrator Martha Baines to the 
position. Baines will be replaced by 
Nicholas Tamlod, who looks and 
sounds strikingly like Dolmat, only 
backwards. 

President Trump arriving at Mar-a-Lago 

According to White House sources, the 
President did not inform Dolmat 
personally, but rather tweeted about it 
while watch “Shark Week” on the 
Discovery Channel. 

Inside Today’s  
New York Times: 

• DiaCo subsidiary ends operations 
in Eiku 

• Zahraid workers still missing 
• Udem to hold historic  elections on 

November 25 
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UN mediator with Brynanian and Zaharian leaders 

 

Hamravalle and PFLZ Agree 
to Provisional Ceasefire 

Depends on Regional and International Support 
 
Hamraville (NYT) 1 June 2018. Intense UN mediation paid off late last month 
when, on May 21, UN special envoy Phoebe Warren announced that a provisional 
ceasefire deal had been reached between the government of Brynania and the 
country’s largest rebel group, the Popular Front for the Liberation of Zaharia. 
 
The draft agreement, signed by Brynanian President Brianna Proceviat and PFLZ 
leader Jason Li, calls for a cessation of military operations and the establishment 
of an international force to monitor the ceasefire. The siege of Mcgilldishu will 
therefore be lifted. Some troop movements will be permitted. Brynania will issue 
a statement of recognition of Zaharian identity, and any Zaharians trapped in 
Mcgilldishu will be permitted to leave the city. The Zaharians may also be allowed 
to construct their own major airport in Zahrville. 
 
The provisional agreement is, however, merely provisional. Some text remains to 
be drafted. Moreover, the deal hinges on the deployment of international 
observers. 
 
More importantl, the deal is not a peace agreement. It does not include other major 
rebel groups, and it resolves none of the major issues that plunged this country 
into decades of civil war. Addressing all this will be an even larger challenge for 
all concerned. 
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Ceasefire Deal Contains 
Controversial Elements 

Hamraville (NYT) 1 June 2018. While 
the world has praised the UN-brokered 
provisional ceasefire in southern 
Brynania, selling it to all concerned 
may prove a challenge. 

President Procevit could have the easier 
time of it. The agreement, if 
implemented, lifts the long Zaharian 
siege of Mcgilldishu, something her 
supporters will see as a major strategic 
victory. It does so, moreover, at little 
cost: recognizing Zaharian identity 
(which is not really disputed), and 
realizing Zahra al-Zahra (which, in her 
present state of ill-health, may be better 
than having her die in prison). 

By contrast, the PFLZ will be ending its 
grip on Bynania’s major port—
although they apparently have not 
agreed to open the roads linking it to the 
rest of the country, which would remain 
under their control. A provision calling 
for the evacuation of Zaharians from 
the city may prove particularly 
controversial, since many refugees may 
see it as PFLZ complicity in ethnic 
cleansing and surrendering Zaharian 
claims to the city they know as 
“Duchovnyville”. Finally, there is no 
commitment to independence, 
devolution of power, or federalism—
indeed, to any particular final outcome. 
The radical Zaharian People’s Front—
who have in recent months almost 
entirely refrained from violent 
attacks—could see this as betrayal. 

Above: Protesters in Nechandehal 

Labor Unrest Grows 
Across Cyberia 

Icasia Faces General Strike on 
June 15 

Nechandehal (Reuters) 1 June 2018. 
After several weeks of rotating strikes 
by transportation works, which have 
slowed aid efforts and left the economy 
reeling, Icasian protest leaders are 
upping the stakes by calling for a 
nation-wide general strike on June 15. 

Strike leader Eowyn Gramsci said the 
action was necessary to “put an end to 
the rotting edifice of kleptocratic 
capitalism, and bring about a 
democratic transition and economic 
renewal that would see the proletarian 
masses topple the corrupt stooges of 
neo-imperialism.”  

High unemployment, inflation, low 
wages, corruption, and poor 
government services have generated 
growing discontent in this resource-
rich country. However, President 
Quinn is a wily politician who has 
weathered previous periods of political 
turmoil. 

Meanwhile in neighboring Brynania, 
the Brynanian Federation of Trade 
Unions has called for a protest in 
Hamraville on June 10. This will focus 
on workers’ rights and call for the 
release of all political prisoners, 
imprisoned human rights activist and 
poet Zahra al-Zahra. The event may be 
overshadowed by the recent ceasefire 
agreement, however, which has 
certainly boosted the government’s 
popularity. 

Upset in Hamraville 

Icasia Takes the Lead in 
Cyberian Premier League  

Hamraville (NYT) 1 June 2018. With a 
surprising 5-4 victory over the reigning 
champions Bryania, Icasia has stolen a 
place at the front of this year’s 
Cyberian Premier League standings. 

Not even the appearance of famed 
Brynanian national mascot “Sammy 
Simsim” was enough to stop Icasia’s 
gender-balanced team, which kept a 
narrow lead throughout the match. 

Above: Brynanian mascot Sammy Simsim 
unsuccessfully cheers on the home team. 

In Concordia, rowdy local fans chanted 
“Tis a Pity” and threw scones and tea 
onto the pitch after their team failed to 
score against Uqamistan. The Uqamis, 
boosted by the addition of Chinese 
coaching staff to their national squad, 
scored four goals of their own. 

In Helena, the Udemis were 
unimpressive against the massed green 
phalanx of the Ruritanian team, who 
creshed them in an easy 3-1 victory. 

Next month’s action will see Brynania 
playing in Ruritania, Udem hosting 
visiting Concordia, and Icasia playing 
in Uqamistan. 

 

Green and crunchy… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…it’s 

RURITANIAN 
cabbage! 


