
 

 Southern Brynania 
Faces Severe 

Humanitarian 
Crisis 

 
Zahrville (agencies) 1 May 2018. 
Fighting around Mcgilldishu has 
aggravated an already severe 
humanitarian crisis in southern 
Brynania. In Mcgilldishu, officials 
report hundreds of deaths. In south 
Alpha and west Beta, food insecurity, 
malnutrition, and disease has killed 
thousands more, and forced tens of 
thousands each month to seek refuge in 
neighbouring Icasia and Ruritania.  

Zahraid delivers food supplies in West Beta 

The pro-rebel aid group Zahraid 
appears to be most active in many of 
these areas. UN agencies have been 
much slower to respond, notably the 
World Food Programme which would 
normally be the primary actor involved 
in addressing widespread famine 

 

Inside Today’s  
New York Times: 

• Icasian transport workers threaten 
general  strike. 

• OPHUG make arrests in Diku. 
• Icasia denies charges of diamond 

smuggling. 
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PFLZ artillery pounds Mcgilldishu 

 

Hopes for Peace…  in Pieces? 
Fighting Intensifies at Mcgilldishu 

 
Mcgilldishu (NYT) 1 May 2018. Clashes in and around the besieged city of 
Mcgilldishu, coupled with the collapse of a Ruritanian peace initiative, have left 
observers wondering if peace will ever come to Brynania. 
 
Nightly attacks by Zaharian rebels against the small boats that supply the city 
under cover of darkness have been accompanied by increasingly severe exchanges 
of artillery fire between the two sides. The port district and IDP Camp #10 have 
been particularly badly hit. Yesterday, one rebel shell tore through a warehouse 
being used by the aid agency CARE, killing a local staff member and severely 
wounding Amelia Pond, a British employee of the organization. City officials 
report several hundred civilians have died during the past month from the fighting, 
or from severe shortages of food and medical supplies. “This is crime against 
humanity, committed by wretched Zaharian forces of scum and villainy” declares 
Admiral Akbar, commander of the Brynanian forces here. “Yet the international 
community does nothing, and cares less.” 
 
Zaharian guerillas are unrepentant, however. “We’re happy to accept a surrender 
of the city, if the government wishes.” said one PFLZ rebel commander, 
“otherwise the siege continues.” Increasingly the violence is forcing some in the 
city to brave the Gulf of Cyberia in small, overcrowded boats, in the hopes of 
making it to safety in neighbouring countries. 
 
Ruritanian efforts to convene peace talks in Helena have fallen apart in disarray, 
due to a lack of contact with key parties, as well as coordination problems within 
the Ruritanian government. However, UN mediator Phoebe Warren is said to be 
continuing discussions with all parties in the hopes of finding common ground. 
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Authors, Poets, Call for 
Release of Imprisoned 
Human Rights Activist 

New York (NYT) 1 May 2018. More 
than a dozen famous authors and poets 
came together in New York yesterday 
to call for the release of imprisoned 
Brynanian human rights activist Zahra 
al-Zahra, who at last report had begun 
a hunger strike. 

 

Above: Zahra al-Zahra, shortly before her 
arrest in 1996.  

“She’s my idol,” said J.K. Rowling, 
author of the Harry Potter series. “I 
modelled Hermione after her.” Zahra’s 
sister  Lahra led the group in a reading 
of her last published poem, The Color-
Blind Zebra Weeps for the Orange 
Mangoes She Will Never Know. 

* * * 

China and Uqamistan 
Continue Economic 
Cooperation Talks 

Oil and Arms on the Table 

Berri (Reuters) 1 May 2018. Following 
successful talks in April, Uqamistan 
and China are poised to deepen their 
economic relations in the months 
ahead. 

Berri is hoping to acquire Chinese 
tanks, aircraft, and frigates with which 
to modernize and expand its military 
forces. China is looking to secure 

energy supplies by helping the Uqamis 
locate and develop oil reserves that lie 
near the Ruritanian border. “We see 
Uqamistan as a like-minded partner, 
and an essential future Cyberian hub in 
Cthe One Belt One Road initiative.” 
Said one Chinese official. “It’s a win – 
win for cooperation.” 

Chinese and Uqami officials at recent talks. 

Ruritania is unlikely to be convinced. 
Relations between Helana and Berri 
remain fraught, and Ruritania has little 
interest in seeing Uqamistan augment 
its currently limited military power. 
Many key oil-rich regions also lie in 
disputed border areas. 

Further adding to Ruritanian security 
concerns are reports that Concordia 
will soon be renewing, and possibly 
expanding, a naval port facility and air 
transit agreement with the United 
States and UK. The US, together with 
France, already maintains military 
facilities in Udem. 

* * * 

Cybeberian Premier 
League Starts its 2018 

Season 

2017 Winners Brynania May be 
the Team to Beat 

Port Royal (NYT) 1 May 2018. Despite 
the ravages of war, the Brynanian 
national football squad made a 
powerful start to this year’s Cyberian 
Premier League with a 5-3 victory over 
Concordia. 

Despite rousing “hurrahs” for the 
hometown squad in Port Royal, the 
visiting Brynanians wasted no time in 
scoring two goals in quick succession 
in the first ten minutes, both by star 

striker Zachary Arvanitidis. They held 
onto that lead for the rest of the game, 
despite a jolly good show by 
Concordia. 

In Nechandehal, the visiting 
Ruritanians seemed disorganized, 
allowing the Icasians to steal the ball on 
several occasions, smuggling it through 
the Ruritanian defensive line to score 
four unanswered goals. 

Meanwhile in Berri, the Uqami team 
was clearly motivated by both the 
coordinated rhythmic clapping of the 
local crowd and the threat of 
reeducation camp. Their three goals 
remained unanswered, as the visiting 
Udemis fished about for a suitable 
liberal response to revolutionary 
socialism. 

After such an exciting start, the season 
can only get better. This month, 
Brynania will play Icasia in the annual 
“Porous Border Classic,” Uqamistan 
will go up against Concordia, and little 
Udem will face the might of Ruritania. 

 


