
   

 

Uqamistan and 
Ruritania Step Back 

From the Brink 
 
Helena (NYT) 1 October 2018. For 
weeks a border dispute between 
Uqamistan and Ruritania threatened 
to escalate to the point of open 
warfare. Both side placed their 
militaries on alert, and ultimatums 
were given. In the end, however, 
pressure from the international 
community and foreign investors has 
led both countries to moderate their 
positions 

Uqami troops have now been 
withdrawn from the disputed 
territory, and the two sides have agree 
to talks. 

Berri Pact Gets Buried 
 

The bellicose character of the border 
dispute, coupled with accusations the 
Uqamistan and Icasia were arming 
Brynanian rebel movements has led 
both Concordia and Udem to 
withdraw from a four-national mutual 
defence past signed in June.  

Officials in Port Royal and Willowee 
pledged themselves to work together 
on the basis of a shared commitment 
to democratic values, rule of law, and 
the peaceful resolution of disputes.  

 

Inside Today’s  
New York Times: 

• Benefit concert aids recovery after 
Tropical Storm Daniels. 

• Major UN human rights probe in 
Brynania 

• Icasia thanks France for daring 
maritime rescue. 
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Canadian peacekeepers accept traditional “waffle of peace and friendship” 

from Brynanian counterpart. 
 

UNICORN HAS LANDED 
Lead Elements of UN Force Arrive in Mcgilldishu 

 
Mcgilldishu (NYT) 1 October 2018. Some said it was a mythical creature: a 
United Nations peacekeeping mission deployed to support peace in Brynania. 
However, despite the many obstacles it has faced, UNICORN has begun its 
deployment to the southern port city of Mcgilldishu. There it will monitor the 
ongoing ceasefire between the government of Brynania and the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Zaharia.  
 
German and Canadian military observers and support personnel have been the first 
to arrive, with a contingent of Indian military police slated to arrive in November. 
However, the force is badly understrength, and in lacks the regular infantry troops 
that would allow it some degree of self-protection. Talks are underway with 
Ethiopia to secure one major contingent, and the UN is hoping Sweden might 
contribute forces too. If so, UNICORN could be ready to properly undertake its 
mandate by the end of the year. 
 
Even as the UN advance teams arrived, there was welcome news from the north 
of the country, where the Free People’s Army announced a ceasefire and talks with 
the Hamraville government. Elsewhere, however, violence continues unabated. In 
the west, ethnic Icasian paramilitaries and government forces have clashed 
repeatedly around the EIFM-held city of Aiku. To the east, the radical Zaharian 
People’s Front continues to harass government forces near Diku. Sources suggest 
that fiscal austerity has hit the Brynanian military hard in recent months, with 
several battalions demobilized and others reporting a shortage of fuel and 
ammunition. 
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Communal Violence 
Erupts in Southern Icasia  
 
Nechandehal (Reuters) 1 October 2018. 
As if labor unrest, protests in Piraeus, 
and a controversial forthcoming 
national election were not enough, 
Icasia now faces an outbreak of attacks 
against refugees by local residents near 
the border with Brynania. 

The situation has been simmering for 
some time, but erupted into violence 
following a massive inflow of new aid 
into UN refugee camps #1 and #2. With 
living conditions in the camps better 
than that of many local residents, 
resentment turned to anger. At least 137 
refugees were killed, until Zaharian 
militias intervened, opening fire on 
Icasian mobs and driving them back 
from the camps. This in turn stoked 
even greater anger.  

Anti-refugee protests.  

Some Icasian politicians have been 
quick to fan the flames of hatred. 
Nigela Farajh of the Icasian 
Independence Party claimed that by 
expelling refugees and leaving the 
Organization of Cyberian Nations, 
more than a hundred billion trillion 
dollars a year could be saved for the 
Icasian Health Service. 

 

    
UNHCR Camp 2 in southern Icasia. 

According to UNHCR, over half a 
million Brynanian refugees are 
currently living in Icasia. 

Members of ZPF 99th battalion train at 
their secret jungle camp. 

Washington’s “ZPF 
Fixation” Irks Diplomats 

New York (NYT) 1 October 2018. 
Many United Nations, European, and 
Cyberian diplomats have expressed 
private frustration that American 
insistence that the Zaharian People’s 
Front be isolated and barred from peace 
negotiations is getting in the way of 
achieving a comprehensive resolution 
of the Brynania conflict. 

“We all know the ZPF are not the sort 
of people you would want to invite 
around for tea—after all, they might 
excuse themselves and moments later 
your car could explode,” said one 
official, in off-the-record comments. 
“But peace agreements are often 
negotiated with groups, like the IRA, 
that have used terrorism.” Another 
complained that exclusion was  making 
the ZPF more militant, and spurring 
zihadist radicalization in the Zaharian 
diaspora. 

American counter-terrorism officials 
were dismissive of such objections. 
“The ZPF are terrorists and murderers. 
They only want to get in the peace talks 
to bring them down. Anyone who 
thinks otherwise is a fool.” 

* * * 

Cyberia is Flatter 

Thomas Friedman 

1 October 2018. Yesterday's news from 
Brynania is unique, and it raises 
questions about whether there might 
just be light at the end of the tunnel. 
What's important, however, is that we 

focus on what this means to the people.  

When thinking about the ongoing 
troubles, it's important to remember 
two things: First, people don't behave 
like lemmings, so attempts to treat them 
as such are a waste of time. Lemmings 
don’t eat bagels, they tweet. Second, 
freedom is an extraordinarily powerful 
idea: If authoritarianism is Brynania’s 
glass ceiling, then freedom is certainly 
its alarm clock. 

When I was interviewing taxi drivers in 
Hamraville last summer, I was amazed 
by the people's basic desire for a stable 
life, and that tells me two things. It tells 
me that the citizens of Brynania have 
no shortage of courage, and that is a 
good beginning in this networked 
world. Second, it tells me that people in 
Brynania are just like anyone else on 
this flat earth of ours. 

* * * 

One More Game to Go 

It’s Brynania vs Icasia in 
November’s CPL Championship  

Hamraville (NYT) 1 October 2018. It 
will be a classic show-down between 
two powerhouse teams of Cyberian 
soccer on November 9, when Icasia 
will face defending champions 
Brynania for the final game of the 2018 
Cyberian Premier League calendar. 

With Ruritania distracted by military 
mobilization, Brynania scored two 
goals in the first half, and maintained 
this lead against their scoreless 
opponents for the rest of the game. 
Icasia’s match against Uqamistan was a 
much closer affair, however, with 
Icasia’s 4-3 win coming in extra time. 
When the final whistle was sounded, 
Icasian fans went wild, looting much of 
the stadium.  

The head of the Brynanian Football 
Association, Brent Koch, said he had 
“complete confidence” in security 
arrangements for the November match 
in Hamraville. “I’ll stake my life on it.” 


