
   

Mcgilldishu Ceasefire 
Holds—For Now 

 
Mcgilldishu (NYT) 1 September 2018. 
A tenuous ceasefire between Brynanian 
government forces and the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Zaharia—
first negotiated in July, but never fully 
implemented—is finally holding. 

With the suspension of fighting, 
supplies can freely flow into the city by 
sea for the first time in years. 
Government troops also quickly 
patched the cratered airfield, allowing 
military flights to bring in much-
needed ammunition for the beleaguered 
garrison. Road access remains closed, 
however, pending demining and the 
arrival of international observers. 

Government troops offload supplies. 

The United Nations Security Council is 
close to approving an observer mission 
to monitor the ceasefire. No one needs 
to be reminded, however, that this is 
still far from an actual peace 
agreement—and the tragic history of 
this country is littered with temporary 
ceasefires that failed. 

 

Inside Today’s  
New York Times: 

• Brn residents flee Aiku, citing 
harassment and disappearances. 

• Udem prepares for November 
elections. 
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After the blast in Diku. 

 

Terror in Diku 
Brynanian President Seriously Wounded in ZPF Attack 

 
Diku (NYT) 1 September 2018. The secret meeting in Diku between radical 
guerilla leader Harrison Brewer of the Zaharian People’s Front and Brynanian 
President Brienna Proceviat had just ended. The ZPF commander looked at his 
watch, left the building, and disappeared. A few minutes later, the reason for his 
haste became clear: a powerful car-bomb exploded as the Proceviat returned to her 
waiting vehicle. 
 
It was only due to the quick action of a member of her security detail that the 
President’s life was saved. Captain Brandon Koch noticed a suspicious bagel 
vending truck parked nearby. He shoved Proceviat into the open door of her 
armoured SUV. Moment later, the bomb exploded. Koch, cousin to the current 
defence minister, was killed in the blast. 
 
Several other smaller blasts rocked Diku shortly thereafter. To the south, ZPF 
guerillas launched attacks against Brynanian forces. They were repelled after 
taking substantial casualties.  
 
The immediate justification for the attack appears to be the death in government 
custody of beloved human rights activist and poet Zahra al-Zahra. Strategically, 
however, the ZPF may be trying to disrupt recent progress in talks between the 
Hamraville government and Popular Front for the Liberation of Zaharia—and to 
position itself among Zaharians as a militant alternative if the latter gives up too 
much in negotiations. 
 
In the meantime Proceviat lies in a coma in Hamraville General Hospital. Defence 
Minister Andreas Koch has been appointed acting President until she recovers. 
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Uqamistan Takes Control 
of Disputed Areas 

 
Berri (Reuters) 1 September 2018. In a 
bold move, Uqamistan has deployed 
several military units to disputed areas 
of its border with Ruritania. 

 

The action follows a recent economic 
deal with Beijing under which the 
Chinese oil company PetroChina will 
assist in exploration and oil production 
in the region. Uqamistan also recently 
signed a mutual defence agreement 
with Concordia, Icasia, and Udem. 

* * * 

“Grandmothers of the 
Plaza Leacock” Draw 

Attention to POW Issue 

Hamraville (NYT) 1 August 2018. 
Hundreds of prisoners are likely held 
by all sides in the Brynanian civil war, 
but no one knows: contrary to the 
Geneva Convention, their names have 
not been published and the Red Cross 
has been denied access. A feisty group 
of grandmothers seeks to change that. 

“It’s all so intolerable,” explained 
Bressica Arvanitidis as she and several 
friends sat outside the Ministry of 
Labour, Orphans, and Prisoners in 
Plaza Leacock in the capital. “We think 
of own children, and grandchildren, 

and great-grandchildren… not knowing 
whether they are alive or dead. We had 
to do something.” 

Above: Grandmothers in Plaza Leacock. 

Several other grandmothers sitting 
beside her nodded in agreement. All 
were wearing pink hats. “The pink 
symbolizes the blood of the wounded—
not red enough to mean they’ve 
actually died in battle, or white 
meaning they ran away like loathsome 
cowards, but something in between.” 
noted one of the group. “Zelda came up 
with the idea of the hats, just before she 
went missing at that OPHUG 
checkpoint in June.” 

* * * 

Brynanian Austerity 
Measures Hit Hard 

Hamraville (Reuters) 1 September 
2018. The dire situation of the 
Brynanian government finely hit home 
in recent weeks, with Hamraville 
cutting social welfare expenditures 
across the country, and delaying 
military pay. 

The IMF has warned for some time that 
the country’s high military 
expenditures was unsustainable, 
especially while the port at Mcgilldishu 
is cut off and lucrative mines in the 
Eiku area are under the control of FPA 
warlords. The loss of Aiku to Icasian 
insurgents has only worsened the 
financial situation. 

China and the United States appeared 
ready to step in, until it became clear 
that the Trump Administration would 
face stiff Congressional opposition, 
even from some Republicans. In a 
statement, Senator John McCain noted 

“On June 17, the Secretary of State 
condemned apparent war crimes by the 
Brynanian government outlined in a 
United Nations report—and suddenly 
on August 17 the United States is 
prepared to lend that same Hamraville 
regime money so that it can pay the 
forces that committed those very 
atrocities? It makes no sense. If the US 
wants to support the people of 
Brynania, there are many other ways to 
do so than directly financing a military 
dictatorship.” 

* * * 

Prepare for the CPL 
Playoffs! 

Four Countries Move on to the 
Semi-Final Round 

Nechandehal (AFP) 1 September 2018. 
It has been decided: Icasia, Brynania, 
Ruritania, and Uqamistan will move on 
to the semi-final round in 2018 
Cyberian Premier League competition. 

Icasia has led the CPL standings all 
year, but had a surprisingly difficult 
time of it against a normally lackluster 
Udemi team, losing 1-0. In several 
highly contentious calls by the match 
referee, no fewer than seven Icasian 
goals were disallowed, while in one 
case where Icasian striker Guppy 
Weetabix carried the ball across the 
line into the net, a goal was counted.  

Concordia lost yet again, with the 
hegemonic Ruritanian squad securing a 
2-0 victory in Helena. Brynania faced 
little opposition, winning 4-0 against 
the Uqami team, several of whose key 
members have been called up for 
military service in the borderlands.  

With both Udem and Uqamistan having 
scored four points in this year’s CPL 
standings, the final decision came 
down to goal differentials—where the 
Uqamis were well ahead. 

And so all eyes turn to this month’s 
games—and the question of who will 
advance to November’s final. 


