
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruritania Flexes its 
Muscles 

Helena (NYT) 1 June 2019. Posters of 
Ruritanian President Wing Wong can 
be found everywhere in the capital. 
Some display the portraits out of fear. 
For many others, however, there is 
also a real sense of pride in Ruritania’s 
growing regional assertiveness. The 
country is today by far the most 
powerful on the continent. 

In recent weeks, Ruritania has 
threatened Udem with sanctions over 
the issue of French and American 
military bases in the country and taken 
a hard line in OCN meetings. Public 
announcements are often filled with 
anti-colonial and nationalist rhetoric. 

Some regional diplomats wonder 
whether it has been effective, however. 
“They’re at risk of overplaying their 
hand. The French base is still in Udem, 
Concordia will renew its military 
agreements with Britain and the US, 
the Uqamis hate them, and almost no 
one in Brynania wants Ruritania to be 
part of peace negotiations or any 
future peacekeeping force. They even 
picked an embarrassing fight with 
UNICEF.” 

 

Inside Today’s  
New York Times: 

• Concordia prepares to host a 
peace summit 

• The UN Security Council 
considers a human rights 
probe in Brynania 

• Washington mulls cuts to 
USAID budget as President 
Trump vows “America first” 

• New oil reserves discovered on 
Ruritanian-Uqami border 

• Udem yet to set date for 
elections 
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Above: Brynanian boat in Gulf of Cyberia. 

 

Fleeing in Despair 
As Rebels Pound Mcgilldishu,  
Refugees Take to the Waves 

 
Mcgilldishu (AFP) 1 June 2019. With thousands dead from hunger, disease, 
and rebel shelling, desperate Brynanians in the besieged port city of 
Mcgilldishu are taking to the sea in the hopes of finding refuge in nearby 
countries.  Some make it to shore, but still others are lost to the waves. 
Admiral Ackbar, commander of the Mcgilldishu garrison, places the blame 
firmly on Zaharian rebels. “The terrorists are violating the laws of armed 
conflict and trying to starve our people into submission.” He strikes a grim 
pose when asked about peace talks. “I am not a diplomat or a politician, 
only an officer. But I know this: this city will always be part of Brynania, 
and our glorious armed forces shall never leave it. We will defend it to our 
deaths.” 

The boat-refugees join the even larger numbers of Brynanians fleeing 
overland from famine and fighting in rebel-controlled areas. UNHCR 
estimates that 10,000 refugees per month, most of them ethnic Zaharians, 
are entering Ruritania despite that country’s efforts to seal its borders. The 
numbering fleeing to Icasia could be three times higher.  

With the notable exception of the local volunteers of ZahrAid, aid agencies 
have been slow to reach the worst-affected areas of south Alpha and west 
Beta. Some accuse the United Nations of inefficiency, and others blame the 
government in Hamraville for deliberately hampering relief efforts. In the 
south, however, a growing number of local inhabitants are turning their 
anger against the Popular Front for the Liberation of Zaharia. “They’ve 
handed out some food but keep most of it for the fighters. While the 
leadership plays at politics, we the people die.” 

UN special envoy Jamal Husayn is hoping to launch peace talks in 
Concordia later this month.  The UN and international community have yet 
to give equal attention, however, to addressing the humanitarian crisis in the 
region. 

 



New York Times  1 June 2019 
 

 

Above: Protesters in Nechandehal 

Icasian Workers Strike 

Nechandehal (Reuters) 1 June 2019. 
Workers in Icasia have launched a 
series of wildcat strikes in support of 
demands for higher wages, better 
public services, and an end to 
corruption. 

In the capital, the protests were more 
muted than expected, with fewer than 
one thousand demonstrators rallying 
in Kleptocracy Square to chant anti-
government slogans. Some accused 
union leaders of selling out to the 
regime. 

In the city on Piraeus near the Udemi 
border, however, protests were bigger 
and more violent. At least two police 
stations were burned, and there were 
reports that riot police used clubs and 
even live ammunition in breaking up 
crowds of angry workers. 

Further complicating the situation, the 
US mining conglomerate DiaCo 
warned yesterday that it could end its 
diamond-mining operations in the 
country. Said a company spokesperson, 
“Icasia’s suspension from the 

Kimberley Process Certification 
Scheme means that any diamonds 
mined in the country have only limited 
commercial value. We ask the 
government to re-establish its 
certification, or otherwise we will 
have to revaluate our business there.” 

 

CPM Abuse Growing 
 

Youth gangs move from  
users to suppliers 

Biku (Reuters) 1 June 2019. The 
streets of Brynania are increasingly 
facing several interrelated problems: 
high youth unemployment, weak rule 
of law, violence, and the alarming 
spread of CPM—Cyberian 
Psychedelic Mushroom, or “ceepmee” 
as it is popularly known here. 

Above: CPM. 

A jungle fungus typically found in 
hilly terrain, CPM used to be the drug 
of rich and middle-class urbanites, 
popular at raves and late-night study 
sessions alike. “CPM abuse can lead 
to sleeplessness, anxiety, and dreams 
about civil war,” warned a recent 
report by the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime, “as well as an 
unhealthy codependency on Twitter, 
Facebook, and caffeine.” 

A drop in prices in recent months has 
seen demand skyrocket. Many youth 
gangs find the sale and distribution of 
CPM to be a lucrative activity in an 
economy that offers little else. All this 
risks fuelling an explosion of both 
criminality and addiction, with 

potentially devastating long term 
consequences.   

 

 
Concordia Pulls Ahead in 

CPL Standings 

Brynania (ESPN) 1 June 2019. In a 
country otherwise deeply divided by 
ethnicity, politics, and even cuisine, 
perhaps the only thing that unites 
Brynanians is their love of soccer. 
Consequently, there was 
disappointment from Eiku to Zahrville 
when the national team lost against 
Icasia 3-2 last month.  

Meanwhile in Willowee, a home 
crowd urged the Udemi team on as it 
fought for an 4-4 tie with visiting 
Ruritania. Ruritanian coach Colonel 
Gregor Stern later complained to CPL 
officials that French military advisors 
were assisting the Udemis. 

Finally, in Berri, the host Uqami 
squad lost 2-1 against visitors 
Concordia, who have now taken the 
lead in the 2019 Cyberian Premier 
League standings. 

This month’s games will see Brynania 
hosting Ruritania, Udem playing in 
Concordia, and Icasia versus 
Uqamistan.  

* * * 

 

Green and crunchy… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…it’s 

RURITANIAN 
cabbage! 


