
   

Brynania Imposes 
Austerity Measures 

 
Hamraville (NYT) 1 August 2019. 
Faced with a growing fiscal crisis, the 
government of Brynania has 
announced major austerity measures. 
Social services and humanitarian aid 
have been most affected. 

The move has generated significant 
discontent in a country where, until 
recently, President Swart seemed to 
enjoy substantial support from the Brn 
majority.  One spontaneous protest 
against the cutbacks in the central city 
of Biku was rapidly dispersed by police 
and OPHUG militia. 

The government has not yet made 
corresponding cuts to the military 
budget. A recent IMF report suggested 
that large defense expenditures—
coupled with the loss of revenues from 
the port of Mcgilldishu, the mining 
town of Eiku, and several key border 
crossings—are the major reason for 
recurrent budget deficits.  

 
 

Inside Today’s  
New York Times: 

• Brynanian farmers prepare for next 
month’s rains. 

• More refugees drown at sea. 
• China, Uqamistan to discuss oil 

exploration and military sales. 
• OPHUG’s new “rapid intervention 

force” deployed on anti-terrorism 
patrols. 

• Is Zahra al-Zahra still alive? The 
world wonders as her sister 
despairs. 

• Radio Democracy: the voice of 
freedom that won’t be silenced. 
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FPA fighters celebrate the new agreement. 

 

Government and FPA Reach 
Agreement 

 
Hamraville (NYT) 1 August 2019. In a move welcomed by many war-weary 
Brynanians, the Hamraville government and the northern warlords of the Free 
People’s Army reached a ceasefire agreement last month. 
 
The agreement calls for a disengagement of military forces, an end to hostile 
propaganda, an end to government overflights, and the release of prisoners—all 
of which was swiftly implemented by the two sides. It also serves the political 
interests of the two parties well. The FPA has been effectively seceded political 
autonomy for now in the north of the country, although a dispute soon arose over 
access to Eiku airport by international flights. The government, on the other hand, 
can now concentrate more of its forces against Zaharian rebels in the south should 
current UN-mediated ceasefire talks fail. 
 
One impetus for the move may have been Icasia’s decision to clamp down on the 
illegal smuggling of conflict diamonds across the northern border by the FPA. An 
even greater factor, however, would have been the financial pressures now 
mounting in Hamraville. If these continue, President Swart may have little option 
but to look to the FPA for financial support—giving them even greater leverage 
in determining the political future of the country. 
 
At present, however, the ceasefire is just a ceasefire. Neither side has announced 
the start of formal peace talks. At least one of the parties may be in no hurry to do 
so, either: for the Free People’s Army the current stalemate may be far from a 
“hurting” one. 
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The Famine Continues 
Aid Efforts Criticized 

 

Mcgilldishu (AFP) 1 August 2019. 
Despite the challenges imposed by a 
rebel siege, substantial aid is now 
arriving in the besieged Brynanian port 
of Mcgilldishu. In IDP Camp #10, 
where no fewer than seven separate aid 
agencies are now working, conditions 
are vastly improved.  

The effort is poorly coordinated, 
however. Many agencies offer similar 
programs within a few blocks of each 
other. In the nearby city itself —where 
deprivation is commonplace—very 
little aid is evident, and far fewer 
groups are active. 

Malnourished child at a CARE clinic in 
south Alpha. 

All the more striking, just a few miles 
from Camp #10, in south Alpha, tens of 
thousands are dying each month with 
virtually no international assistance 
beyond a small group from CARE. Said 
one CARE worker, speaking off the 
record, “the aid community is spending 
eight times more in Camp #10 then in 
south Alpha, although the population 
here is twenty times larger and the need 
many, many times greater.” Indeed, 
New York Times estimates that, since 
the start of the year, 300 people have 
died in Camp 10—but almost 100,000 
in south Alpha and west Beta. Only one 
aid group, ZahrAid, seems to be 
prioritizing aid efforts based on actual 
need. 
 
“No one actually coordinates,” said 
another aid official. “Everyone just 
does their own thing, and maybe—just 
maybe—tells everyone else about it 
afterwards. Blame was also put on the 
donors. “I don’t think a single donor 
has earmarked funds for the worst-hit 
areas of the country. They don’t care 

whether their money is being wisely 
spent. They just want to make 
announcements and feel good.” 

* * * 

Ceasefire Talks Continue 
Between Brynania and 

Zaharian Rebels 
 

Port Royal (Reuters) 1 August 2019. 
UN-mediated ceasefire talks between 
the Brynanian government and 
Zaharian rebel groups, hosted by 
Concordia, are set to enter their third 
month. A media blackout makes it 
difficult to know how much progress is 
being made. 
 
A ceasefire would greatly facilitate 
humanitarian aid in southern Brynania, 
where conditions are now nothing short 
of catastrophic. Both sides are under 
pressure: Hamraville faces fiscal woes, 
while the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Zaharia seems to be 
steadily losing popular support due to 
its failure to meet the desperate needs 
of its own people. The Zaharians are 
worried about Ruritanian intentions 
too, with a recent military build-up in 
border areas spurring defensive 
preparations by Zaharian guerillas. 
 

 

Peace Talks 

* * * 

 Udem Heads to Polls 

Willowee (NYT) 1 August 2019. 
Udemi officials have announced the 
date for transitional democratic 
elections in the country: November 17. 

Several countries, together with the 
United Nations, are reportedly planning 
to send election observers.  

There is some concern among human 
rights groups that vote tampering or 
other forms of interference might occur 
by elements loyal to the former 
authoritarian regime. Some also allege 
that Ruritania is funding Udemi 
political parties in an effort to extend its 
regional elections, notably the pro-
Ruritanian RUPTURE Party.  

* * * 

Icasian Government, 
Opposition Reach 

Agreement 
 
Willowee (AFP) 1 August 2019. Talks 
between the Icasian government and 
opposition leader Eowyn Gramsci, 
hosted by Udem, have been successful. 
The two sides agreed on a package of 
reforms, included expanded social 
services in the city of Piraeus, which 
has seen violent protests in recent 
weeks. “I’m very pleased that our 
leaders have heard the people’s cries,” 
said Gramsci. She took no questions 
before driving off in a shiny new car. 
 

* * * 

Concordia Clinches CPL 
Playoff Berth 

 
Port Royal (NYT) 1 August 2019. 
Concordia was only able to achieve a 1-
1 tie against visiting Icasia last month, 
but it was enough to secure them a 
place in the Cyberian Premier League 
semifinals in September. Icasia, 
Ruritania, and Udem seem likely to 
move on too, but cannot be certain until 
this month’s game.  
 
For its part, 2018 CPL champions 
Brynania needs a win against 
Uqamistan to have any chance. The 
Uqami squad has yet to secure a victory 
this season, but with many of the 
Brynanian players having had their pay 
cut by 50% their motivation is certainly 
in question. 
 


