
   

Ceasefire Talks at 
“Critical Stage” 

 
Port Royal (Reuters) 1 July 2019. 
United Nations mediators are tight-
lipped about what was achieved at last 
month’s talks between the Brynanian 
government and Zaharian rebel groups. 
However, unconfirmed reports suggest 
the two sides are considering a draft 
agreement that would establish an 
interim ceasefire and pave the way for 
more comprehensive future peace talks.  

Certainly, this was the assumption of 
recent discussions at the United 
Nations Security Council. The UN is 
also considering launching a human 
rights investigation of the conflict. 

Government forces near Diku. 

Meanwhile, fighting continues between 
government and rebels in various parts 
of southern Brynania, notably south of 
Diku, near the Icasian border, and 
around Mcgilldishu. 

 

Inside Today’s  
New York Times: 

• IMF officials report Brynanian 
government faces “severe fiscal 
crisis” 

• Ruritania masses troops near 
Brynanian border 

• Udem yet to announce election 
date 
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Refugees in southern Icasia. 

 

The World Fails Brynania 
Thousands Perish as Famine Grows 

 
Icasian-Brynanian border (NYT) 1 July 2019. Standing on a low hill overlooking 
the Highway 2N border crossing, a wretched line of humanity stretches as far as 
the eye could see: thousands fleeing war and famine in southern Brynania. Most 
are emaciated, many suffering from disease. All are headed to Icasia.  
 
“There’s nothing left for us in Zaharia,” said one exhausted refugee, referring to 
the southern region by the name of one of its warring ethnic groups. “The UN has 
done nothing. The PFLZ has done nothing. The government in Hamraville wants 
us all dead.” It is hard to disagree. More have died from war, hunger, and fighting 
this past month in this small part of Brynania than in the rest of the continent 
combined—yet not a single aid agency is yet providing relief here.  
 
“It’s too dangerous,” said one aid worker, sipping a cappuccino in a chic café in 
the capital of Hamraville. Dangerous it certainly is: in south Alpha province alone, 
30,000 or more may have perished in the last three months. 
 
In fairness, the war does make aid in this part of the world very challenging indeed. 
A number of aid groups are active now the besieged southern port of McGilldishu. 
Some have seen their projects hit by rebel shelling. At least one aid worker has 
been killed. In the countryside, however, death passes unremarked. 
 
Ruritania—which has closed its border to relief supplies, thereby aggravating the 
problem—is now turning back male refugees too. The United Nations Security 
Council has said little on the issue of humanitarian access. Ironically, only 
Icasia—a country suffering economic crisis and unrest itself—is willing to 
embrace the refugees with somewhat open arms. 
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Unrest Grows in Eastern 
Icasia 

Government Announces 
Crackdown on Smuggling 

Nechandehal (NYT) 1 July 2019. For 
now at least, calm has returned to the 
Icasian capital after several weeks of 
sporadic strikes. In the east of the 
country, however, demonstrations 
continue unabated. Reports suggest that 
protesters have even taken over part of 
the city of Piraeus, near the border with 
Udem. 

“This government is nothing more than 
corrupt cabal of conspiring kleptocrats 
is simply ludicrous,” fumes Eowyn 
Gramsci, the trade union leader who is 
spearheading the protest movement in 
Piraeus. “They have to go.”  

In an attempt to diminish criticism and 
attract foreign investment, President 
Koceva has announced an anti-
corruption drive. Troops have been 
deployed to prevent smuggling of 
conflict diamonds from neighboring 
Brynania and the government has 
applied for readmission to the 
Kimberley Certification Scheme. This 
news has been welcomed by US mining 
conglomerate DiaCo. 

* * * 

The scene at Hamraville Central Prison. 

Brynanian Journalist 
Found Guilty of Treason 

Hamraville (Reuters) 1 July 2019. 
Following a lengthy trial that lasted 
more than an hour, former Radio 
Democracy director Ben Heywood-
MacLeod was found guilty of treason 
by a Brynanian court and sentenced to 
a minimum 25 years in jail. 

Brynanian prosecutors accused 
MacLeod of conspiring with France to 
collect sensitive military information, 
engaging in subversive contacts with 
Zaharian rebels, and travelling in a 
closed military zone. MacLeod argued 
that he was simply performing his role 
as a journalist. 

The sentence has sent a chill through 
Brynanian civil society. Some legal 
observers note that, since time moves 
about thirty times faster in Brynania, 
Heywood-MacLeod could be out in 
only 300 days. 

* * * 

Mcgilldishu Siege a “War 
Crime” Says Expert 

Port Royal (NYT) 1 July 2019. 
Speaking at a recent conference of 
“Why is Cyberia Such a Mess,” 
Professor I. H. Lawe of the University 
of Port Royal described the current 
PFLZ siege of Mcgilldishu as a “war 
crime, and possibly a crime against 
humanity.” 

 
Zaharian rebels shell Mcgilldishu. 

“You simply aren’t allowed to 
indiscriminately bombard a city, attack 
essential supplies, or starve civilians 
into submission.” he noted.  

Prof. Lawe went on to argue that recent 
reports by Brynanian human rights 
groups have pointed to major violations 
by government forces too, although 
some of these predate the rule of the 
current President. “Ironically,” noted 
the famed Concordian legal expert, 
“the Zaharian People’s Front and the 
sketchy northern warlords of the FPA 
appear to have conducted their recent 
operations in accordance with the laws 
of armed conflict, regardless of their 
politics or greed.” 

Ornithologist Warns of 
Seasonal Simsim Dangers 

Hamraville (NYT) 1 July 2019. 
Summer is here—and as a result, a 
colorful Simsim bird may be slipping 
UXO into your office or bedroom. 

 

That is the warning from Professor 
Whoneeds Zleep of the University of 
Hamraville. “Simsims like to collect 
shiny or khaki objects, especially those 
filled with volatile high explosives” he 
noted, “and they often use these to 
attract a mate or decorate their nests.” 
The best way to stay safe, he suggested, 
is to always CC CONTROL and put 
SIM in the subject line. 

* * * 

Concordia Still in Front 
in CPL Standings 

Willowee (NYT) 1 July 2019. In a 
closely-played match, Udem and 
Concordia tied 2-2 this month—
enough to allow the Concordian squad 
to retain first place in the Cyberian 
Premier League. 

In Helena, Brynanian finally broke its 
recent losing streak to secure a 4-2 
victory over their powerful neighbors. 
Meanwhile, Icasian stole the show with 
a 3-1 win over Uqamistan. 

This month’s games could prove 
decisive. Concordia can clinch a 
playoff berth with a win, while the 
Uqamistan needs to secure a victory if 
it is to have any hope of achieving 
socialist triumph over the rotting 
edifice of late capitalism neoliberalism.  


