
 

 Southern Brynania 
Faces Severe 

Humanitarian 
Crisis 

 
Zahrville (agencies) 1 May 2019. 
Fighting around Mcgilldishu has 
aggravated an already severe 
humanitarian crisis in southern 
Brynania. In Mcgilldishu, officials 
report hundreds of deaths. In south 
Alpha and west Beta, food insecurity, 
malnutrition, and disease has killed 
thousands more, and forced tens of 
thousands each month to seek refuge in 
neighboring Icasia and Ruritania.  

Zahraid delivers food supplies in West Beta 

The aid group Zahraid appears to be 
most active in many of these areas. UN 
agencies have been much slower to 
respond, although UNICEF has 
undertaken an assessment mission in 
some of the worst-affected areas. 

 

Inside Today’s  
New York Times: 

• Icasian transport workers threaten 
general strike. 

• Measles outbreak reported in 
Ruritania. 

• Rumours swirl of coup in 
Uqamistan. 

• Eight members of Brynania 
Human Rights Group “disappear”. 
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PFLZ artillery pounds Mcgilldishu 

 

Hopes for Peace…  in Pieces? 
Fighting Intensifies at Mcgilldishu 

 
Mcgilldishu (NYT) 1 May 2019. Clashes in and around the besieged city of 
Mcgilldishu, coupled with recent fighting in the north of the country, have left 
observers wondering if peace will ever come to Brynania. 
 
Nightly attacks by Zaharian rebels against the small boats that supply Mcgilldishu 
under cover of darkness have been accompanied by increasingly severe exchanges 
of artillery fire between the two sides. The port district and IDP Camp #10 have 
been particularly badly hit. City officials report several hundred civilians have 
died during the past month from the fighting or from severe shortages of food and 
medical supplies. Among them is Amelia Pond, a British employee of the aid 
organization CARE, who was fatally wounded last month. “This is crime against 
humanity, committed by so-called ‘Zaharian’ terrorists” declares Admiral Akbar, 
commander of the Brynanian forces here. “Yet the international community does 
nothing, and cares less.” 
 
Zaharian guerillas are unrepentant, however. “We’re happy to accept a surrender 
of the city if the government wishes.” said one PFLZ rebel commander, “otherwise 
the siege continues.” Increasingly the violence is forcing some in the city to brave 
the Gulf of Cyberia in small, overcrowded boats, in the hopes of making it to safety 
in neighbouring countries. 
 
In the north, last month saw fierce exchanges of gunfire between government 
forces and fighters belonging to the Free People’s Army. While shooting there has 
abated for now, tensions remain high. In a possible reaction to this, Icasia has 
moved military forces closer to the border. 
 
United Nations special envoy Husayn Jamal, assigned to organize peace talks 
between the warring parties, has reportedly made little headway. 
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Authors, Poets, Call for 
Release of Imprisoned 
Human Rights Activist 

New York (NYT) 1 May 2019. More 
than a dozen famous authors and poets 
came together in New York yesterday 
to call for the release of imprisoned 
Brynanian human rights activist Zahra 
al-Zahra, who at last report had begun 
a hunger strike. 

 
Above: Hamraville Central Prison, where 
Zahra al-Zahra is believed to be held.  

“She’s my idol,” said J.K. Rowling, 
author of the Harry Potter series. “I 
modelled Hermione after her.” Zahra’s 
sister Lahra led the group in a reading 
of her last published poem, The Color-
Blind Zebra Weeps for the Red-Blue 
Mangoes She Will Never Know. 

* * * 

 “Grandmothers of the 
Plaza Leacock” Draw 

Attention to POW Issue 

Hamraville (NYT) 1 May 2019. 
Hundreds of prisoners are likely held 
by all sides in the Brynanian civil war, 
but no one knows: contrary to the 
Geneva Convention, their names have 
not been published and the Red Cross 
has yet to gain access. A feisty group of 
grandmothers seeks to change that. 

“It’s all so intolerable,” explained 
Belinda Arvanitidis as she and several 
friends sat outside the Ministry of 
Labor, Orphans, and Prisoners in Plaza 
Leacock in the capital. “We think of our 
children, and grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren… not knowing whether 
they are alive or dead. We had to do 
something.” 

Above: Grandmothers in Plaza Leacock. 

Several other grandmothers sitting 
beside her nodded in agreement. All 
were wearing pink hats. “The pink 
symbolizes the blood of the wounded—
not red enough to mean they’ve 
actually died in battle, or white 
meaning they ran away like loathsome 
cowards, but something in between.” 
noted one member of the group. “Zelda 
came up with the idea of the hats, just 
before she went missing at that 
OPHUG checkpoint last week.” 

* * * 

Cyberian Premier League 
Begins its 2019 Season 

2018 Champions Brynania Off 
to a Slow Start 

Port Royal (NYT) 1 May 2019. The 
ravages of war may finally be taking 
their toll on last year’s Cyberian 
Premier League champions, as the 
Brynanian squad went down to a 3-2 
loss against Concordia last week. 

Above: Brynanian mascot Sammy Simsim 
unsuccessfully cheers on his team. 

Spurred on rousing shouts of “hurrah” 
and “tally ho, chaps,” hometown 
Concordia wasted no time in scoring 
three goals in quick succession in the 
first twenty minutes, all by star striker 
Bertrand Russell. They held onto a lead 
for the rest of the game, despite two 
later goals by Brynania in the second 
half. 

In Nechandehal, the visiting 
Ruritanians seemed in a surly, 
hegemonic mood, bulldozing Icasia to 
secure a 3-1 win. 

Meanwhile in Berri, the Uqami team 
was clearly unmoved by both the 
coordinated rhythmic clapping of the 
local crowd and the threat of 
reeducation camp. They failed to score 
altogether, while the Udemis tipped 
one into the net shortly in the second 
half, winning 1-0. 

After such an exciting start, the season 
can only get better. This month, 
Brynania will play Icasia in the annual 
“Porous Border Classic,” Uqamistan 
will go up against Concordia, and little 
Udem will face the might of Ruritania. 

 


