
   
 

  

MONUB Prepares 
 
New York (NYT) 1 October 2019. 
The United Nations has named 
General Alborz Kia of Kenya as 
commander of the United Nations 
Observer Mission in Brynania 
(MONUB). 

Under the mandate approved by the 
Security Council on September 11, 
MONUB is to “support monitoring 
and compliance with of the Ceasefire 
and Separation of Forces 
Agreement.” It is expected that 
Chinese and Indonesian personnel 
will make up the bulk of the force, 
which is likely to begin arriving in the 
region in November. 
 

Regional Concerns 
 

Although Ruritanian forces withdrew 
from Brynania in August as required 
under the ceasefire agreement, 
several Cyberian states are reportedly 
concerned that Brynania’s eastern 
neighbor will attempt to return under 
the guise of a peacekeeping or 
humanitarian operation. “There is 
virtually no support for a Ruritanian 
presence in Brynanian in the OCN,” 
said one diplomat, “and a fairly broad 
consensus that any such move would 
be opposed.” 

 

Inside Today’s  
New York Times: 

• Foreign observers travel to Udem 
for November 17 election. 

• UN report on Camps 7 and 9 
expected soon. 

• Panel of experts to study illegal 
mineral exploitation. 

• Government approves UN WFP 
operations in the south.  
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Brynanian government soldiers and FPA fighters share a “waffle of peace”  

after demining the Hamraville-Eiku Highway. 
 

Brynanian Government, FPA 
Reach Comprehensive Accord 
Reports Suggest Coalition Government to be Formed 

 
New York (NYT) 1 October 2019. Reports in both New York and Hamraville 
suggest that President Swart of Brynania has reached a comprehensive peace deal 
with the Free People’s Army. “It’s not to be formally announced until October 
10,” said one source, “but the United Nations leaks like a sieve, as do governments 
that have seen mysterious cash injections into the national budget.” 
 
Details of any possible deal are sketchy, but if true it could be seen as a major step 
towards peace. Access to the mineral riches of Eiku would help resolve the 
government’s fiscal position, while military backing from the FPA would give 
Hamraville a stronger hand in ongoing negotiations with Zaharian rebel groups. 
For the FPA, joining the government also would give the warlords the legitimacy 
they desire. 
 
UN special envoy Husayn Jamal is expected to hold additional talks with the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Zaharia and Zaharian People’s Front in 
October. These will presumably discuss formation of a transitional government 
and democratic elections—something that Brynanian civil society groups and 
several major aid donors have signalled they expect to see as the outcome of any 
peace process. 
 
For the PFLZ and ZPF, however, time may be running out. Many Zaharians in the 
south are frustrated that the humanitarian crisis there—worsened by recent 
Cyclone Phoebe—has yet to be adequately addressed.  
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Communal Violence 
Erupts in Southern Icasia  
 
Nechandehal (Reuters) 1 October 2019. 
Violence erupted last week between 
local Icasians and Brynanian refugees 
in the areas around Camps 1 and 2. No 
deaths were reported, but the incident 
signals growing tensions in a struggling 
country that now hosts half a million 
Brynanian refugees. 

Anti-refugee protests. 

The situation is compounded by the 
extent to which Icasian security forces 
maintain little presence in this area. 
Instead, Zaharian rebels openly carry 
weapons—a practice that only further 
irritates the locals. “It’s as if they’re 
building an alternative Zaharian 
homeland in our country,” said one 
Icasian farmer, looking at refugees 
squatting in her fields. “Something has 
to be done.” 

* * * 

Cyberia is Flatter 

Thomas Friedman 

1 October 2019. Yesterday's news from 
Brynania is unique, and it raises 
questions about whether there might 
just be light at the end of the tunnel. 
What's important, however, is that we 
focus on what this means to the people.  

When thinking about the ongoing 
troubles, it's important to remember 
two things: First, people don't behave 
like lemmings, so attempts to treat them 
as such are a waste of time. Lemmings 
don’t eat bagels, they tweet. Second, 
freedom is an extraordinarily powerful 
idea: If authoritarianism is Brynania’s 
glass ceiling, then freedom is certainly 
its alarm clock. 

When I was interviewing taxi drivers in 
Hamraville last summer, I was amazed 
by the people's basic desire for a stable 
life, and that tells me two things. It tells 
me that the citizens of Brynania have 
no shortage of courage, and that is a 
good beginning in this networked 
world. Second, it tells me that people in 
Brynania are just like anyone else on 
this flat earth of ours. 

* * * 

 
The war-damaged port of Mcgilldishu. 

 
Transportation Woes 

Hamper Aid Distribution 

Mcgilldishu (NYT) 1 October 2019. 
The port of Mcgillidshu has been open 
for more than a month now, which has 
helped to ease conditions in this once 
besieged city. However, much of the 
aid that now arrives faces long delays, 
since damaged dockside equipment has 
yet to be repaired. According to one 
port official, “UNDP offered to help fix 
this, but apparently no one in 
Hamraville has bothered to follow up. 
As a result, large ships still cannot dock 
and we still have to unload by hand.”  
. 

 
Zaharian fighters at a roadblock on 

Highway 1. 
 
Moreover, what aid arrives in the city, 
stays in the city—despite tens of 
thousands of starving Zaharians just a 
few miles away. Neither the 
government nor the rebels have yet 
removed the barriers and minefields 
that ring Mcgilldishu, so nothing can 
enter or leave by road. It does not help 

that many local roads were damaged by 
recent storms. Were the highway north 
to Hamraville to be opened, that would 
be a major boon—but it too is still 
blocked by minefields and rival 
military forces. 
 
Things are not much better at the 
Ruritanian border, which remains 
closed to commerce. Ruritania has 
offered to permit humanitarian aid 
shipments, but Zaharian rebels have 
been slow to remove the minefields and 
defensive positions that block access to 
Zahrville. 
 

* * * 

One More Game to Go 

It’s Brynania vs Udem in 
November’s CPL Championship  

Hamraville (NYT) 1 October 2019. 
This year’s Cyberian Premier League 
championship will reflect the two great 
political dramas of a continent: tiny 
Udem, struggling to find its way to 
democracy, against Brynania—beset 
by famine and civil war, treading a 
difficult path to peace. 

In Willowee, where the match will be 
played, hopes are high. “If we can fight 
of the threat of Ruritanian hegemony 
we can certainly win this said one 
wheat farmer, as he watched his wheat 
grow. Across the country, many look 
for inspiration to “Poisson the Wonder 
Fish,” a team mascot that has so far 
successfully predicted the outcome of 
each game. 

Poisson the Wonder Fish 

The opposition is not to be 
underestimated though—Brynania has 
won more CPL championships than 
any other team. Newly kitted out in 
expensive jerseys financed by the FPA, 
they too are determined to win. 


